*Note by the Editors*.---We have always declined the publication of any communication which had already appeared, or which, we had reason to believe, was about to appear in any contemporary journal, both to preclude the suspicion of our taking from others what did not belong to us, and that some of our readers might not pay twice for the same article. On the present occasion, we have deviated from that rule, for the following reasons: Mr Machell communicated to us, so long ago as in May 1808, a description and drawing of his saw as he then used it; but, on account of a little want of precision in the drawing, the engraver wished to see the instrument itself, and the communication was laid aside until we should be able to procure it for him. We heard no more from Mr Machell until he lately sent us a *printed* account of his saw, with an engraving of it in its improved state, and soon after the instrument itself. We have examined it, and we think it remarkably ingenious. It is, so far as we know, the first contrivance whereby a circular saw is enabled to cut deeper than its semidiameter, an advantage of incalculable importance in the operations for which it is intended. It is also, in reality, less complicated than it appears to be on a superficial examination, and the principle may easily be combined with various subsidiary contrivances to suit various purposes. The instrument we have seen, differs from that represented in the engraving, chiefly in the forceps being somewhat longer, so that they grasp the bone steadily while it is cut.
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